This group of poems spans the life of the author. The three sections of the book address each part of the title: the visceral and sensory memories of a child; the physical passions and romantic visions of a young to pre-menopausal woman; and finally the reflective wisdom that comes with age. "Madonnas," speaks to the fairy tale that is childhood, both the dream and the nightmare aspects. Through the senses and the acquisition of language, these poems speak to the innocence and trust of a child before knowledge and experience show her otherwise. "Whores," speaks to the material American dream of wealth, sex, motherhood and heartbreak.
"Other Pilgrims," is a reflection of what has been lived, expressed in a manner that comes with time and contemplation. Themes include travel, menopause, religion, and philosophy.
MADONNAS, WHORES AND OTHER PILGRIMS casts the experience of the feminine, challenging the madonna/whore dichotomy. iv My dad died twelve years later choking on lunch, which was ironic, since he was a health nut and always said, "Food can kill you."
It happened to be my birthday, and for once he was alone, because his new thirty-two-year-old Korean wife was shopping.
Now I often think about those siblings in far off China and wonder how much they look like me.
